
 

 
Y a r m o u t h  H a r b o u r  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  D r o n e  P o l i c y  

 

USE OF DRONES/UNMANNED AERIAL 
VEHICLES (UAVS)  

YARMOUTH HARBOUR DRONE POLICY 

Yarmouth Harbour is a bustling area frequented by various boats, from small recreational crafts to car and 
passenger ferries. The harbour, along with its surrounding areas and pier, is a popular spot for tourists, visitors, 
and the general public. 

DRONE USAGE RESTRICTIONS 

The unregulated and careless use of drones poses several potential hazards, including risks of injury to 
passengers and crews on boats and collisions with oncoming vessels. Additionally, there are dangers to 
individuals using recreational areas and the pier. 
 
To ensure the privacy of our visitors and maintain safety, the routine recreational use of any UAVs (Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles) is prohibited within the harbour and its surrounding areas. Flying drones from the 
commissioner's property is not allowed. 

COMMERCIAL AND PROFESSIONAL DRONE USE  

However, commercial businesses and professional filmmakers may request permission to use a UAV for specific 
scenes or surveys. These requests will be carefully considered. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

1. Provide a minimum of four weeks' notice. 
2. The application must include: 

o Proposed location, time, and duration of filming. 
o Risk assessment and method statement. 
o Insurance details, including public liability. 
o Information about the proposed UAV operating company, including CAA licenses/certificates, and 

details about the UAV (type, size, and weight). 
3. The drone must maintain a minimum distance of at least 50 metres from any persons, vessels, bridges, 

piers, or other structures. Additional restrictions may apply. 
4. The fee must be agreed upon and settled in advance with YHC for permission to be granted. 
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